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TH1S DOCUMIMT CONTZIMS (AFORMATION AFFRCTING.THL RATIONAL OCFENSCH

B raes or ot e ot as e 1oy tracmrsson on aco B THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

LATION OF 173 COMTENTS TO OR RCCLIPT BY An UNAUTWORIZID PERYOK i3]

SOURCE Newspapers as indicated.

ALGERIAN MOSLEM CULT QUESTION UNRESOLVED;
APPEALS BY COMMUNISTS

/Comment: The Commission du Culte Musulman (Committee
on the Moslem Cult) of the Algeriapn Assembly was formed on
29 November 1951 to study the problem of the separation of
Islsm from the state in Algeria m But by 25X1A
the time of the opening of the third I gession of the
assembly on 18 November 1952, there was a rift in the com-
mittee over the issue of which aspecis of the problem to
cope with first.

The following information, taken from Algiers daily and
weekly newspapers published between 2k April and 18 Decen-
ber 1952, 1s based on the natiopalists' reaction tc the
ensuing delay, as well as recent Communist press articles
purporting to promote the independence of Islam.

Numbers in parentheses refer to appended sou,rces_.7

Dissension 1a Committee, Resignations, Published Protests

According to the Algiers pro-Communist daily newspaper Alger Republi-
cain of 3 December 1952, on 2 December the Commission du Culte Musulman
met to consider & report which had been drafted after the committee had
heard various delegations of citizens during the preceding months. Accord-
ing to the source, the committee studied the question of organization of
the Moslem cult and asdopted several articles of the report.{l) On 4 Decem-
ber, Alger Rngubl‘cain published the following folleu-ur rgpoii, which is
given here in summorized form.

At the next meeting, on 3} December, it was proposed to take up at once
the nomination of muftis and other Moslem officers, despite the fact that
it had been voted previously to postpone consideration of the matter. The
proposal is said to have led to violent disagreement snd to the resignation
from the committee, in protest, of Dr Cadl /zrogressive independent/;
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Ferroukhi, MILD {Mouvement pour le Triomphe des Libertes Democratiques, Move-
ment for the Triumph of Democratic Liberties); and Dr Benkhelil, UDMA {Union
Democratique du Manifeste Algerien, Democratic Union of the Algerian Manifesto).
Justrabo, PCA (Parti Communiste Algerien, Algerian Commuvist Party), although
unable to atterd this meeting because of his duties as mayor of Sidi Bel Abbes,
has protested at an earlier meeting against the dilatory tectics of certain
members of the comrmittee. The Algeriap Assembly's leadership is trying to hush
up the committee's proceedings.(2)

Dr rCadi was later quoted by N. Z. [vnidentified] in the 5 December issue
of Alger Republicain as having stated that although the committee had been
formed to discuss azd prepare a plen for the separation of Islam and the state,
certain members has decided to set aside this primary task in order to choose
their favorites and those of the edministration for the positioms of muftis,
imams, etc., which were vacant st the time It was his denunciation of this (3|E3
“maneuver,” Dr Cadi was quoted as saying by the 5 December issue of Alger Re- ”—I—E
pubiicairn, that had led to a heated argument He gave further, according to
N. Z., the following details about the meeting, reported below in summarized
form.

Delegate Valleur reintroduced & resolution {dating bvack to 1949), which
called for immediate nomine*ions and which had continually cropped up and been
threshed cut at the infrequent meetings of the committee for over & year. Each
time, the isaue had served to block the committee's more urgent work. I
challenged Valleur's right to speak in the pame of the Moslems in Tlemcen.

Moreover, the committee committed a flagrant injustice when it decided to
give no consideration at all to the UDMA plan which I sought to introduce. The
committee has even decided to have my objections stricken from the minutes of
the meeting, and I have received anonymous threatening letters; but nothing
will deter me for a second in this struggle to free the Moslem cult from all
interference, a struggle shared by Ferroukki, Justrabo, and Benkhelil, my
collesgues.!3)

Accordisg to Alger Republicain of 6 December, Ferroukhi stated that al-
though he had not beer present at the las* meeting . of the committee, he was
entirely in accord with the statement made by Dr Cadi to the newspaper, es-
pecially since Djilani. acd Demaghlatrous, his MTLD colleagues, were present
and protested against the censorship of Dr Cedi's objections. Ferroukhi's
statement to the 2ewspaper continued as follows (summarized);

In June 1952, the forthcoming holy season of Ramadan was used as a pre-
text by those urging the pomization of Moslem officials. They argued that
the vacancies then existing would seriously hamper the religious rites in
several mosques. Actually, that was only & strategem to cheat the Moslems.

Cn. the other haad, the sdmisistration hus not yet given evidemce of any
astioz o2 an important motion approved by the committee on 14 December 1951.
This mection requested that the admivissratios furrish the committee with an
investory of the habous é;éligious endCVmeu:7 property, both before the time
of its sequestraticy and incorporation into the public domain, and from that
time until the present The committee needed this inveptory to determine the
¢ult's material independence; {t should not have prcteeded 1o examine apy other
mavter vatil it has these documents of prime coneern

Once apd for all, the roie of the flgerian Aszembly in bringing about
the separation of Tslam anmd thc s3tate wool Le aeriped  When the French iaw
of 1905 /?oncernixg separatior of church and state/ was passad, apnd whem the
decree of 1907 made the law applicable to the non-Moslem religions in Algeria,
neither the French Parliameat nor a territorial asazmbly i Algerfa had %o
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legislate on the operational principles ané methods of +the Catholic, Protestant,
or Jewish faiths. For that reascon, all thet the assembly has to do now is to de-
clare the Moslem cult independeat; the right to determine the methods of obser-
vance of the Moslem faith belongs to the Moslem community itself. Any other view-
point 1is contrary to the principles of Islam ard even to the principle of separe-
tion of church and state.(h)

Dr Benkhelil permitted Alger Republicain to publish the following letter of
resignation (givea here in sumnarized form! which he had sent to the committee,
following the dissersion during the recent meetings.

I protested, on 12 June 1952, againset the committee's taking up the matter
of the Algerian Wakfs [:_eligious propertﬂ in Palestine, which subject, though
previously scheduled, was still pot germane to the principal purpese for which
the committee was formed The answer givern me was that a number of members had
requested that the question of separation of church and state be postpomed until ”—I—EGIB
after the Ramadan. The meetizg was 2djo rred apyway beceuse of the lack of a
quorum.

On 1% Juae, 1 was surprised to read 13 the press that on the 13th, a last-
minute Announcement had heen made about Ap afternoon meeting and that only six
membere has been present, ircluding the chairman, and Mesbah. the rapporteur.

The majority’ vhere had decided to use the draft of delegate Mesbah's report as
the basis for future discussiom, without further consideration of the UDMA pro-
posal and without first notifying its proponexts. This was done despite the fact
that the UDMA proposal was the only oxre that had beer placed before the Algerian
Assembly and offi:ially admitted during the past 2 years. Any other proposal,
until offered by a delegute and recognized by the assembly, can be used only as
ioformation to ascist the committee

Dr Cadi’s protest that the rommittee's proceedings were out of order was
ignored. So was my own protest at the meeting of 27 Novemher, when I offered
to read asnd explain the UDMA dr.ft Such actions sre anything but democratic.
Furthermore, sin:e *he Moslem questzoxm is such a delizate one, & complete
cozsideration of all the proposals set forth wculd best epahle the compittee to
ponder the matter aand fulfill its resporsibility But the opposition of the com-
mittee's chairman ._/Ebergug and the rapporteur to a full discussion leads me
to concliude that ar attempt is beizg made to put Off cpe of the principal as-
pirations of the Algerian Moslems /5"

Ulema Leader Charges Adminis‘ration With Deliberate Delay

Larbl Tebessi, the vice-president of the Associmtion des Oulamas d'Algerie
{Associatioa of Algeriar Ulemas), wrot= an arsizle for Alger Republicein
on 10 December 1952, i which he purported to show that o the Algerian Assembly,
the Moslem question was a "sase without a judme " He said ip his article that
~he Maslems had fully expected that onte the matter of separating Islam from
the state had bees offiz1ally entered o, it would be duly inscribed on the
agenda ofF th: zs:iembly, but rthat, i{nstead, neither Laguiere, its presidezt, nor
the Govervor Gensral O Llgeris iv lwir addresses officially opening the current
sesiron of the assembly had referred to the question L’f.‘:e speeches of Pre-
sideat Laguisre and Goveruor Geveral Laeonard befors +he Algerian Assembly, as
reported oa 19 November 1952 by L Eche d'Alger, pro-Freoch daily sewspAaper, con-
talped no reference to the Moslem cult questing 4 Stk silence, s2id Tebessi
1a the Alger Republizair arti:le, made p:ople wauder whather thers would indeed
be any Taw Tight "=hail An the religious guestios asd whother Both the cappurieur
oxn the question avd those who heerd him had 2ot fins Lv bezome disillusioned on
a subject which iz Algeria "sever seemed To go beyead the state of digression
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The remainder of Tebessi's article im Alger Republicain coatinued as
follows {in summsrized form):

The generel uzeasiness as to0 the meaning of the silence maintzined on
the questior became more acute. Moreover, the assembly's minutes uoted the
amazement of Dr Cadi and others at this silence and the committee chairman's
feelipg that such amazement was unjustified because the report of delegate
Mesbah was not reedy yet; thus {the chairman cleimed) it was unlikely that
the cull gquestion could be deelt witk during the curreat assembly session.

It seems %o us that an expression of amazement a2d the maintenance of
interest in the matter are 21) that the admicistration will allow, as it con-
tinues to use 1:licit means %o control the Moslem cult We Moslems fail to
see how the debate ~zould have beer put off during thex past several years. |LLEG|B

As for those who, together with Chergui, have consented to the delay,
ve would have them know that it -obstitutes & premeditated outrage op Islamic
law, the places of worship, and the faithful who refuse to practice_their re-
ligion under imems pleced irn office by “he colopialiste for their [?hn
colobialists'/ own purpcoses, The pnlitirally controlled Islam of Algeris is
no substitute for true Islam.

We believe the state hes seized our mosques by force and taker over their
control, acts which are more prejudicial to Islam thaz sry-act of violence.
Ard anyere  /such as an ‘imem/ given charge of & usurped objeit becomes an
accessory; ueither such a persop oor the usurper is fit to represent Islam.
Furthermore, in Islam, it is forbiddes *o ask the usurper for that which is
usurped {ir this case, the religious pffice} 80 as to profit from it. It is
likewise forbidden for anyonme to worship uwder such imams The mosques are
beiug filled oaly by Moslems with 1ittle disceramept, who simplv follow the
custom azd respond to sayone who calls them to prayer

If Chergui avd those like him were practicing Moslems, and if they had
any compcers for the maiutenapce of th. treditioaal Koranic rites, they would
sﬁg;ly no. have been s0 patient with all the shilly-shallying nor permitted
this uawonted deterioration of Islam‘s mosques, iue wvek!s, and its learning.
It could have baen 30 easy for them, when Chergui became cbairman of the cult
committee, %o make *the imams ‘both 0)ld 4ad new! irvdepevdeat of the administra-
tioa, 1. e , sn that the imims conld not expe:t its subsidies, honors, or
asgistance (Their salaries, huwever, wonlid still be paid by the Algerian
Assembly, which could ter%ainly fis the mezns to do so ) Such a stand /by
Chergul Aand the others} would effectively ceparate from the state the cult,
its agents, 1t3 imams, aad its followers.

The benefits of French legislation, wirth ail fts humanitariap principles,

still are dexied to the Algerian Moslens In 1947, the Frepch Parliamen®
delegated the guestiop of religioz, As well a5 many other matilers, to the
Algerian Aszembly by mezne of the Statute of Alger:isa Even though the
Algerian Asscmbly were capable of setfling such matrers (as its program seems
to ipdicate}, 3t vould still be more appropriaste for the Frexzth Parliament

to legislate 13 the first place, since it is more iuclined %hau the Algerian
Assembly to put 2v end to injustice aad 10 assure the victory of the oppressed.
But the fact rema:nms that the Cherguis are {v the assewbly, &nd it is thedir
respousibility Lo romplete thetir task

Thus, neither the Frerch Pearliament, its legis*arion, nor the Algerian
s

Assembly ivith ¢35 lepisiarion designed to confuse the religlous ,iestion
and serwvs the ~0inz1aiists' loterests) can be cossidered as Judges rer the
case at wAand, snd i1 15 iwdeed A case without a judgs (6}
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Committee Gives Up Nominatiops Task

Alger Republicain reported on 11 December thsat the Commission du Culte
Musulman had decided to turn the matter of appointments to the various re-
ligious offices over to the council of the Union Gener2le des Comites Cul-
turels (Genmeral Uaion of Cultural Committees), with the proviso that the coun-
cil's list of cacdidetes be first approved by the Governor Gemeral.{7)

Comnunists See Committea‘'s Work Undermined bv the Colonialists

The 11 December issue of Liberte, weekly organ of the PCA, rﬂproduced
the minutes of the Politburo of the PCA which has met or 8 December to dis-
cuss, among other maiters, the activities of the Commissioz du Culte Musul-
man. The minutes stated, aeccordipg teo Liberw2, that the Politburo "denounces
the cclonialists' attempts to sabotage Doth rEﬁ work of the committee and the ILLEGIB
effective sepsratiop of the Moslem zult from the =aidministretiorn." According
tu the mioutes reproduced by Liberte, the populer masses ought to demonstrate
their will to se= the Moslem cult treated like the other cults by sending pro-
tests to the committee and the 2szemblv president /§)

Or 18 December, Liberte reiterated its demand for the freedom of Islam.
An article by Hamou Kraba in this issue of the newspaper reminded the readers
that it was the pressure by the FADRL {Front Algerien pour la Defense et le
Respect de 1a Libarte, Algerisn Fropt for the Defense and the Respect of Liberty)
which had forced the Algeriar Assembly Lo comsider the problem, but that the
colopialists were still maceuvering to delay a full discussion, both in the
assembly and in the comnittee. The raaders veve &lso warped by Liberte that
the veteran coloznialists like Valleur and delegates like Lakhdari were trying
to keep the status quoe while they pretended to be occupied with filling cult
offices apd while Mesbah was entrusted with camouflagiog their scorr by pre-
senting his proposal. Strong protests, the Liberte article stated, were belng

raised on a.l sides by all worthy Algerians "izdigneut at this never-ending,
flagrant meddling oy the administrazion "(9)

Communist Press Articles Point Out Moslem Freedom fa USSR; Albania

In various zarticles appearing iv the 24 April, 23 October, and 4 December
1952 issues of Liberte, the PCA purported to show that the Moslems enjoy re-
ligious freedom iz Communist rountries such as the USSR and Albavia. The
Commurnists rlso “repriated” a direct appeal from Stalin to the Moslems, issued
in 1917

~Io a2 article written "exclusively for Liberte,” Hafiz Moussa Hadj Ali,
the religious leader of the Moslsms ic Albaszis, declared that the Albanian
Comstitutior hal previded for the followirg: freedom of consclence and reli-
gion for all citizens, freedom to perform reiigious rites, both privately and
publicly prohibition of misuse of & church or religion for political pur-
poses, prokibition of political organizations barsed on religiorn; and material
ajid by tke state for religious commu2itiss He statred iv the Libterte article
that these provisions have heep implemented by a zeries of laws, ooe of whizh
in partizular assures the Meslems of iporessed finansial aid, which has proved
to be ample eqaough {amounting currestly to mwilliozs »f leks) He said further
in Liberte thal the faithful, urged by their leaders, participate in social
mPetings TAnd nrsequently take - grezter interest in ‘upnnr*iwg the govern-

ment 5 decyews: Tne Gezersal Medersa /rﬂlig'ous 3'P‘nl/ he affirmed in his

leer*u arti2le, enjoys. the same privileges a5 other szhools, being subsidized

By the state, and directing its own program witheus stale coatrol.  In conclu-
Csiom, he sald thav all-devout Albaniac Mo, lems are togvizant of their duty

to help the state in attalning its socialist gosls, in streugtheeing the ties
with other Peaple's Democraciss, aspezially the INSK; and in defending peace and
freedom in the worid [10)
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. Liberte reported oz 23 October 1952 that on the occasior of & visit by an
Algerian labor delegation to the USSR, the delegation's leader had received a
statement on 1 Ocztober from Hadj Ichane Baba Khan Ibn Abdoulmsdjid Khan, the
Grand Mufti of the Moslems of Central Asia and Kazakhstan.  The newspaper said
that the 93-year-old Grand Mufti is a perso=al friend of King Ibn Saud and that
the king has received him as the representative of the Soviet Moslems. Liberte
vent on to 63y that the Algerianm Moslems, who see daily how the administration
“flouts" the principle of the freedom of Islam, would reed the Mufti's message
with interest and would fird in it au added inceztive for their own struggle to
free their cult

In his signed statement, quoted by Liberte, the Grarnd Mufti indicated that
Article 12k of the USSR Constitution guarantees freedom of religion and thought
and provides that religious groups have coptrol of thelr own buildings snd or-
ganizations, with the state refrainipg from any interference in matters of re- ‘ ||_|_EG|B
ligion. Thus, he said the mosques are oper azd are used by the faithful, Jjust
as is the cmse with the other religions /il)

a membe* of the ﬂ’gﬂrian Kabor delpgnt‘on, quou:d rhe Grand Muftl As saying that
it 1s a <alumny agairst Uzbekistan and the Sovier Unico to deny that religion

is free there. The writer alsc quoted him fin the paper 2s stating that the
Soviet Moslems are fully satisfied with tbhe Communist regime becsuse of the
conmplete religious freedon it has granted them

Mohamed Khelifa Belaid added ir his article in Liberte that he personally
nad ascerteired that religion is absoiutely free in the USSR. With regard to
the Soviet Moslems, he wrote in the paper that tbey themselves select each
mufti at meetings held in the large zenters every 3 ar 5 years, and that these
officials are salaried from the mosque funds malstaiped mostly by dopations.
Ir addition, he stated the Moslems elect, alosg with euzh mufti, and advisory
council And & presidium for the <oun:il, ard these bodies are in charge of
regulating the culw s ipterests and relations With the state

. To build a zew osque, said Balaid in Liberte, all that is necessary is for
8 minimum Of <J pevsons to express this d2s1re to hp Soviev authorities, who
will thexn furnish thep with the premi:zes n~pded :or tbe "cormal exercise of

their faith." TIa the same arti-le, he gave the total aumber Of mosques iz
Tashkent, the cspital of Uzbekistan, =as 17 witk 21 others in the area around
Tashkent  Be nlso mentiomed ar important medersa at Boukbars [12)

The same issue of Liberte also ctarried what was purported to be a pro-
clamatior "to all the Moslem worksrs of Russia and the Eﬁn* " over the names
of Stalin arpd Lerin, avnd dated 3 December 1017  The port focs of the proclamsa-

tion whizh might be interpreted as applicable to the Moslem religious sitva-
tion ip Algerla fcllow here {n svmmarized form

The oxnly desire of the working pecpie of Rusalia {5 to secure an hopest
peace aad to help the world's oppres:ed peoples to obtals their freesdom All
the workers of tbe Wast and East hsve joiced this struggle  Now we speak to you,
the disinnerited Mcslem workers of Rusriz azd the Orileczt, and 1o all others
whose mozques, beliefs, znd traditions have beer desrroyed or traxpred om by
the Russian Czars Henceforth, vour tradiviczs and inst!tutices are declared
free a~d 1zuviciable

To you, Moslems of the Erst, whose life, possrssilons, iad couptriss heve
long been bartared by tho Duiupest plrates, we ¢ e that the Counc:l of
Peopl: s Commisasrs is opposed ‘o the srpsxation ~f Uovedign rerritories.
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The threat of servitude comes to you not from Russia apd its revolutionary
government but from the pirates of European imperialism, from those who bave
made colonies of your countries, plundered them, and bled them white. Turn |
them back! You caan no longer remain silent when the whole is inflamed with i
indigpation agains:t the imperialist usurpers, and each spark of ‘revolt is !
kindled into a powerful flame of revolution. You are the rightful masters of !
your countries; it 418 your right to arrange your lives &8s you see fit. j

In this march toward a world-wide removation, we awailt your sympathy
and support. (12)
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